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	Joan Wedes
Tour Director & Guide
Languages: English (native), German (B1), French (A2)


	Contact
EMAIL:
jbwedes@gmail.com

PHONE:
+33 06 32 34 72 68

GATEWAY CITY:
Paris (CDG)
Hobbies
Visiting strange museums
Reading crimmies, lit, Harry Potter, sagas, saints’ lives
Writing semi-fiction about people I know
Documenting life through photographs, old letters, & journals
Looking at German expressionism, Breughel, Bosch, the old masters, Otto Dix, modern art of any ilk
Discovering saints’ relics & medieval pets in old churches
Uncovering Jewish experience
Finding long-forgotten family sites, graves, archives
Hiking where roads are easy
Kayaking where waters are calm
Petanque (I have my own boules)
Thinking about what I’ve seen, read, & learned

	
	Travel specialities
· France:  Paris, Loire Valley Chateaux, Mt. St. Michel, Normandy, WWI (esp. Vimy Ridge), Nice, St. Paul au Vence, Tour de France sites
· Benelux; Amsterdam, Anne Frank, Rijksmuseum, Brussels, Bruges, Luxembourg City
· Germany: Rhineland, Munich, Berlin, Romantic Road, Concentration Camps, Holocaust History, Jewish Experience, Oktoberfest, Christmas Markets
· UK: London, Shakespeare, Harry Potter, Tudor history, Jewish experience
· Iceland: Westfjords, Golden Circle, Ring Road, Saga history
· Italy: Dolomites, Lakes, Venice, Rome, Florence
· Norway: Stavanger, Oslo, Norway in a Nutshell, Ålesund, Trondheim, Bod¢, Tromso
· Denmark: Copenhagen, Tivoli Gardens, Aarhus
· Sweden: Stockholm, Orrefors
WORK EXPERIENCE
Premier Alaska, Tour Director
2022-2023, Seward, Girdwood, Anchorage, Talkeetna, Denali National Park, Fairbanks
University of Houston-Downtown, Senior Lecturer
1997 – Present (online asynchronous), English Composition, World Literature, Business and Technical Writing 
International Student Exchange, Host Parent
2001-2002, Hosted a German student in our Houston, TX flat
German Teacher
1991-1994, Berlin Wall Lesson, German I, II, III, filmmaking
Au Pair, Bühl, Germany
1989-1990, Cared for 7-year-old, cooked, cleaned, assisted parents
EDUCATION
Tour Director & Tour Guide Certificate—International Tour Management Institute 
PhD English Language & Culture—Wayne State University
MA English Language & Literature—Eastern Michigan University
BA German—University of Tennessee, Knoxville
German Year Abroad—Universität Bonn
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