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Summary: 
I learned through years of advocacy as an attorney, and then as a business owner, that my greatest satisfaction comes from helping others achieve or experience what they could not on their own. As a trial attorney, I developed the ability to craft persuasive, fact-based narratives that juries could understand and embrace — a skill that now enhances my ability to engage and inspire travelers. As the founder of a kayak tour company recognized with Trip Advisor’s Travelers’ Choice Award (top 10% of attractions worldwide), I helped guests of all skill levels experience the beauty of the area safely and confidently by providing brief training, local insight, and engaging storytelling that turned simple outings into meaningful adventures. Each five-star review represented a guest who left with a smile and a story to tell — the best measure of success I could ask for. I recently completed a solo thru-hike of the Pacific Crest Trail, a 2,650-mile journey that deepened my passion for exploration, storytelling, and connecting people to the natural world. I’m eager to bring that same energy, enthusiasm, and professionalism to a tour-guiding role to help travelers connect deeply with the world and themselves. Let’s turn destinations into discoveries and moments into memories.

Work Experience:
Founder & Manager — All About Water, Sleeping Bear Dunes National Lakeshore, Michigan 
• Founded and operated a successful kayak tour and rental business serving visitors to Sleeping Bear Dunes.
• Created and managed the company website and social media presence, driving brand recognition and customer engagement.
• Recruited, trained, and supervised tour guides, ensuring exceptional safety and guest satisfaction standards.
• Achieved TripAdvisor Travelers’ Choice Award status — (top 10% of attractions worldwide).
• Earned #1 rankings on TripAdvisor for Canoeing & Kayaking, Boat Tours & Water Sports, Outdoor Activities, and Overall Attraction in the local area.
Attorney at Law — Trial Attorney, Private Practice, Kalamazoo, Michigan, and Surrounding Counties
• Represented municipalities in constitutional and personal injury litigation.
• Defended clients in serious felony cases, including homicide, drug distribution, assault, and robbery.
• Handled domestic relations, personal injury, and bankruptcy matters for individual clients.
• Prepared comprehensive estate plans, wills, and trusts.

Additional Professional Experience: Held positions in the financial services industry with a Midwestern retail brokerage firm and a trust company. Gained experience in client relations, asset management, and fiduciary responsibilities.
Education
Juris Doctor (J.D.) — Thomas M. Cooley Law School
Master of Business Administration (MBA) — Western Michigan University
Bachelor of Business Administration (Finance) — Western Michigan University
Skills
Exceptional Customer Service & Client Relations, Public Speaking & Storytelling, Leadership, Staff Training & Team Management, Logistics, Scheduling & Operations, Business Management & Strategic Planning, Website & Social Media Management, Outdoor Recreation & Kayaking Expertise, Crisis Management & Safety Awareness, Strong Legal, Analytical & Problem-Solving Skills
Certifications & Specialized Training
Master Naturalist (Coastal Systems), Certified Open Water & Nitrox Scuba Diver, Certified Motorcycle Operator

Adventure & Personal Achievements
• Completed the Pacific Crest Trail (2025) — a 2,650-mile solo hike from Mexico to Canada, demonstrating exceptional endurance, planning, self-reliance, and passion for the outdoors.
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